DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

she heard the small congregation assemble made
her, though unseen, very nervous, and the pauses
before the bridegroom and the bride entered were
most painful. The Duke of Coburg gave his niece
away, since the Prince of Wales, who would naturally
have done so, was shielding his mother from the eyes
of her relatives. Even the bridegroom found no
place in this sad stricken soul, for the Queen recorded
that " when all was over dearest Alice who was
wonderfully calm embraced me, who was all she
had." When everybody had left the chapel the
Queen rose and accompanied by her sons went to
the Horn Room, the walls of which were covered
with the antlers of Albert's stags, and dreadful scenes
of weeping took place. Alfred had been crying
bitterly all through the service, and now the Queen
clasped him in her arms and broke down herself, and
the younger boys joined in. The bridegroom's
parents were admitted and told the Queen how
deeply they felt for her, and tears rolled down the
Archbishop's cheeks. The rest of the guests then
came in singly, and she embraced them, and went
upstairs to lunch alone with the bride and bride-
groom. Alice, she noted for the second time-, still
remained calm and composed.

The bridal couple went off for their honeymoon
to a house lent them in the Isle of Wight, and, after
leaving them to themselves for one day, the Qjiccn
drove over from Osborne to have tea, making a long
detour to avoid being seen in Ryde, Bride and
bridegroom came back to Osborne for three days
before they left for Darmstadt, and at length^ on
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